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Funerals                           Baptisms   

Weekend Masses  — 4 p.m. Saturdays; 9 a.m. Sundays 

Occasional Sunday 6 p.m. Mass in Urdu 

Weekday Masses  — As scheduled below 

Adoration  —  12:30 to 1:30 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays; 6 p.m. Fridays 

Confession  — 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays; 3 to 3:40 p.m. Saturdays 

Upcoming Dates 
• 1/15 — RCIA session (topic: “Old Testament I”) 

• 1/16 — Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
(Food Pantry, school, and parish offices closed) 

• 1/22 — RCIA session (topic: “Old Testament II”) 

• 1/25 — Discussion of “Holy Moments,” 
School Library, 5:30 p.m. 

• 1/15 — No RCIA session 

• 2/1 — Holy Names Society meeting, 7 p.m. 

• 2/22 — Ash Wednesday 

• 4/15 — Chicken Parmesan dinner; 
“Amazing April” drawing 

Saturday 1/14/23 — 4:00 PM  
 

 Joseph & Frances Bologna  Kevin Foley 
 Fr. John Connolly  Fritz Wickert 
 Anita Criscione  Cesar Bas 
 Jose Lopez 

  

Sunday 1/15/23 — 9:00 AM 
(“Pro Populo”)  

For the People  
 

Sunday 1/15/23 — 6:00 PM (Urdu) 

Monday 1/16/23 — 9:00 AM  
 

Barbara Armstrong Family 
  Nicholas Rizzo 
 Cesar Bas 

Tuesday 1/17/23 — 12:00 PM 
Tom Chojnacki & Family 

 Otis Hall  Myra Godin 
 William Schleicher  Cesar Bas 
 Helen Nielon (77 Ann) 
 

Wed. 1/18/23 — 7:00 AM 
 

 Elizabeth “Betty” Linzey 

Thursday 1/19/23  — 12 PM 
 

  Cecelia Sanz 
 Salvatore J Ferlazzo 
 Earl Stover  

 
  

Friday 1/20/23 
6 PM Adoration; 7 PM Mass 

 

 Shawn Meher 
Anthony Michael Sparks 

 

 

12:30 -1:30 Confession & Adoration 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Established 1902 

CHURCH OF THE  

BLESSED SACRAMENT 
 607 Central Avenue 

 Albany, New York  12206-1918 

First Reading   Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 

Responsorial Psalm   Psalm 40:2, 4, 7-10 

Second Reading   1 Corinthians 1:1-3 

Gospel   John 1:29-34 

Faith Formation 
*It was great seeing everyone last weekend as Faith Formation sessions resumed in 
2023! A special thank you to Sofia’s family for supplying breakfast! We look forward to 
what this year will bring as some of our students continue preparing for First Eucharist in 
the spring or Confirmation in the fall. Our next session is Sunday, January 22nd — and as 
usual, we will begin with Mass at 9 a.m., move to the school for snacks and breakout 
sessions, and end at 11:15 a.m. Please check your e-mail for January resources 
(distributed earlier this month). If you’re interested in learning more about the Faith  
Formation program, registering for classes, or volunteering, please e-mail us 
at faithformationbsc@gmail.com. 

12:30 -1:30 Confession & Adoration 

Important notes  Fr. Onyeneke will be out of the 

office January 17th through 26th. Friday’s daily 
Mass will be held at noon for February, March, 
and April. In May, Adoration, Rosary, and Mass 
will be held once more in the evening. 

First Saturday Devotions    First Saturday  

Devotions are on the first Saturday of each month 
at Blessed Sacrament. On this day, there is  
Adoration and Confession at 8 a.m., Rosary at 
8:30 a.m., and 9 a.m. Mass with Fr. Charles. This 
event will be recurring moving forward. 

Good News & Cold Brews   Young adults are 

invited to a happy hour and presentation on 
“Celebrating a New Year of Grace” on Thursday, 
January 19th at St. Kateri Tekakwitha parish, 
2216 Rosa Rd., Schenectady. Mass is at 6 p.m. 
with dinner and the social/presentation to follow. 
The guest presenter will be Fr. Bob Longobucco.  
https://forms.gle/4crkTRvCmU1M8TfV8. 

Synod listening session   Please join Bishop 

Scharfenberger for “A Synod Listening Session 
with the Black Catholic Community” on Sunday, 
January 22nd at the Black Catholic Apostolate (St. 
Joan of Arc Church, 76 Menands Rd., Menands). 
Bishop Scharfenberger will celebrate Eucharist at 
10:15 a.m. The synod session will begin at 11:30 
a.m. and conclude at approximately 1:30 p.m.  

Memorial, St. Anthony, Abbott 

Second Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

 
January 15, 2023 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
(Food Pantry, school, and parish offices closed) 

From the Deacon’s Bench 
I must do something that I have not had to do in the hundreds of sermons I have given: 
retract something I said. Fortunately, my theology was correct — but my math wasn’t. 

I preached this past weekend on Epiphany. For those who missed it, my main point was 
that Matthew’s Gospel was written for Jews who believed in the risen Christ. The Wise 
Men who visited Jesus were not Jews. The message Matthew was trying to make is that 
Jesus came to save all of us, not just those who were Jewish. These Messianic Jews were 
very interested in the Old Testament prophesies about Jesus, so you will notice that  
Matthew frequently quotes the Old Testament. The Jews also hated King Herod, who 
was a despot and tyrant. It was significant that Jesus was born during the lifetime of  
Herod. Herod was evil, and Jesus was the Messiah who would save the Jews. 

There was just one problem: Herod died in 4 B.C., four years before Jesus was born in 1 
A.D. The Julian calendar, which was used for centuries, was off by more than four years, 
which would put the birth of Jesus at 4 B.C. and have him alive during the time of  
Herod. In my sermon, I said that the Julian calendar was off by four years, which was 
correct, but I was mistaken as to why. So, what happened to those four missing years? 

There was a monk named Dionysius Exiguus (in English, he is referred to as “Dennis the 
Little”), who was the originator of the B.C. and A.D. calendar (based on when he  
calculated that Jesus was born). He lived from about 470 to 544 A.D. Dionysius came up 
with the term “Anno Domini” (A.D.). He picked year 1 for the birth of Jesus based upon 
calculations from the Roman Julian calendar, but unfortunately Dionysius’s calculations 
were off by at least four years. His intention in making this new calendar had more to do 
with the Resurrection, not the date of Jesus’s birth. 

The Resurrection was, and still is, the heart of our faith — and the birth of Jesus was just 
a minor holy day up until the 19th century. Dionysius made a mistake, but remember: 
this was the sixth century, and he used the best tools available at the time. 

I live in the 21st century and am still making mistakes. 

2022 Tax Statements - Please contact the parish office if you would like a year-end tax 

statement sent to you. We do not send these automatically to every parishioner; they are 
requested individually and can be mailed, e-mailed, or picked up in our office or office 
annex after Mass on the weekends. 
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Stay Connected 
⚫ Please visit and bookmark our parish website: 

blessedsacramentalbany.org 

⚫ “Like” our Facebook page: 
Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church 

(Sunday Masses are livestreamed here) 

⚫ View our YouTube channel: 
Blessed Sacrament Church, Albany, NY 

⚫ E-mail: blessedsacramentalb@gmail.com 

⚫ myParishApp — text app to 55321 

⚫ Parish bulletin: Lisanne Jensen, editor: 
bulletin.blessedsacrament@gmail.com 

 REV. FRANCIS O’CONNOR, CHAPLAIN 
 REV. MR. MIGUEL FABIAN, DEACON  
 ALEJANDRA SAUCEDO, PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
 DEBBIE KLOSE, ORGANIST 
  CONFESORA FRANCO, FAITH FORMATION 

273 CENTRAL AVE., ALBANY, NEW YORK  |  PHONE: (518) 465-3685 
MASS SCHEDULE: SUNDAYS, 9:00 AM (ENGLISH) AND 11:00 AM (SPANISH) 

FRIDAYS, 6:30 PM — MASS AND ADORATION 

It’s almost time to declare the winners of our 
School Bucks program! Join us on Tuesday, 
January 31st from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in Center 
Court, where we will reveal this year’s winners! 

School Bucks earns points (money!) for our 
school. If you shop at Colonie Center, please 
keep your receipts! They can be registered at the 
Management Office in the School Bucks Box at 
the security desk next to Five Guys (or at our 
parish office; we will register them for you). 
Rules: we receive two points for every $1 spent 
at Colonie Center. We need at least 4,000 points 
to be considered for a monetary prize, and  
original receipts must be presented for credit 
within 60 days from purchase date. If you submit 
receipts to our parish office to register and would 
like to have them back, just let us know and we 
will mail them back to you. Dining out,  
including the food court and B.J.’s Brewhouse, 
are included. 

January Bonus Points: 

3x: H&M, Hilton Music Center, 25 Silver 
Boutique, Piercing Pagoda; 4x: Arby’s, Five 
Below, Cinnabon, Francesca’s. Receipts from 

Arby’s will earn an extra 100 points.  

Food Pantry    Our food pantry needs Spanish-speaking volunteers on Mondays from 10 

to 11:30 a.m. Please contact our parish office if you can help! Our food pantry is open 
Mondays and Thursdays, 10 to 11:30 a.m. Right now, we especially need diapers (sizes 4 
and 5), shampoo, toothpaste, dish detergent, laundry detergent, and coffee. Also, our food 
pantry needs volunteers on Thursdays from 10 to 11:30 a.m. to help with greeting people 
and packing bags — and every other Tuesday around 9 a.m. to help unload the truck. 

Upcoming Respect Life events 
• USCCB 9 Days for Life, January 19th through 27th — For more information and 

leadership resources, visit www.9daysforlife.com. The prayers for each day: Day #1: 
abortion; Day #2: post abortion; Day #3: “May all who defend life find strength and 
renewal”; Day #4: abortion workers; Day #5: “May all unborn children be protected 
in law and welcomed in love”; Day #6: “May every expectant mother receive  
compassionate care and support”; Day #7: “May expectant fathers lovingly support 
the mothers of their children”; Day #8: “May expectant mothers choosing adoption 
receive grace and support in embracing this loving option”; and Day #9: “May civic 
leaders work for the protection of all human life, in every stage and circumstance.”  

• The USCCB’s National Prayer Vigil for Life and Mass — can be viewed live on 
Thursday, January 19th beginning at 5 p.m. on EWTN and livestreamed on the  
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception’s webpage:  
https://www.nationalshrine.org/event/2022-national-prayer-vigil-for-life/. 

• USCCB Holy Hours for Life — Holy Hours, talks, Masses, events, and other  
Respect Life opportunities happen annually during the week of the March for Life at 
local parishes for those who cannot attend the March for Life in Washington, D.C. 
Please see your local parishes for an event to attend! 

• 2023 March for Life — January 20th (https://marchforlife.org/).  

• Sisters of Life Event — “Life Fest,” January 20th, Washington, D.C.; for more 
information, visit https://www.lifefest2023.com/. 

• March for Life as a diocese — with Bishop Scharfenberger and the Knights and 
Dames of Malta. There are no parish buses this year due to covid. This year,  
participants need to provide their own transportation to the march.  

• USCCB nationwide — Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children, 
January 22nd. Information about vigils, events, etc. can be found online at  
https://www.respectlife.org/january-22. 

• 40 Days for Life Campaign and kickoffs — There are six campaigns in our diocese 
from February 22nd through April 2nd. 

The Boutique    The Boutique is open for shopping on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon  

and accepts donations on Tuesdays and Fridays from 9 a.m. to noon. We cannot accept 
books, some electronics, fabric scraps, or clothing in need of repair or dirty. Please  
understand that unwanted items are a hardship and an expense to the church to  
dispose of. The Boutique is currently looking for children’s shoes and clothes in size 4 and 
up. We are also in need of children’s winter clothes in sizes 4-14. We will not be accept-
ing Christmas items until September.  

BLESSED SACRAMENT SCHOOL NEWS 

Phone: (518) 438-5854  |  E-mail: info@blessedsacramentschool.net 

*Open house: Please join 
us for our next open house 
on Sunday, January 29th 
from 10 to 11 a.m.! If you 
would prefer a personal-
ized tour, however, no 

problem! Just send an e-mail to                      
info@blessedsacramentschool.net or give us a 
call to set up your tour. 

*Our new principal: Pictured at right is Fr. 
Quinn with our new Blessed Sacrament School 
principal, Alexandra Faith Morazán. Please keep 
her in your prayers as she assumes this new role 
on January 23rd! 

BULLETIN provided COURTESY OF THE McVeigh FUNERAL Home 

Offertory Report 
 

Regular: $6,685 
Christmas: $384 

Solemnity of Mary: $120 

 

Thank you so much 
for your prayerful support 

of our parish, school, community, 
and world! God bless you! 

Scan the code above 
to donate! Choose 
recurring gifts or 

just once!  (totals updated 1/11/23) 

$6,555 (45% paid) of 
$14,450 

$10,943 (68% paid) of 
$16,071 

$33,030 of $46,400 
(71.1% paid) 

Collections and Financial Support 

Catholic Connections    “The Chosen” is the first multi-season TV series about the life of 

Jesus and his call to discipleship. Season 3 is streaming now, but you can watch all  
episodes online: https://watch.angelstudios.com/. There’s also “The Chosen” app. 

Memorial Mass    A Memorial Mass for Pope 

Emeritus Benedict XVI will be held on Sunday, 
January 22nd at 3 p.m. at the Cathedral of the  
Immaculate Conception, Albany. Bishop 
Scharfenberger will be the celebrant. The 5 p.m. 
Mass at the cathedral that day will be canceled 
(with this Mass taking its place). 

Help needed   An elderly woman is looking for 

mature help on weekends and late afternoons/ 
evenings. Flexible hours, no heavy lifting; she 
also has a cat. Salary through Consumer Directed 
Choices is $16.20/hour, going to $17.20/hour on 
October 1st. The sign-on bonus is $250. Please 
call Louise at (518) 438- 5887 (home) or (518) 
417-7643 (cell) if interested. 

Holy Names Society    All parish men are invited 

to attend our next meeting on February 1st at 7 
p.m. Also, anyone may obtain the monthly HNS 
raffle tickets from the rectory, the tables at the 
weekend Masses, or from any HNS officers (their 
names and contact information will be located on 
the bulletin board along with other important 
HNS information). These raffle monies enable 
the HNS to give to the Monsignor Forman  
Scholarship, church picnics, and our youth/Faith 
Formation. Lastly, if any parishioner would like 
raffle tickets mailed to them (a minimum of five 
tickets); we’ll send them out with an envelope to 
drop in the offertory basket, at the rectory, etc. for 
next month’s drawing. HNS meetings take place 
every first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. 

Coffee & Conversation   Christ the King parish 

(20 Sumter Ave., Albany) is hosting a viewing of 
“I Am With You: A Documentary on Carlo 
Acutis” on Thursday, January 19th at 6 p.m. in the 
Knights Chapel. Some call him “the saint in 
sneakers.” All are welcome! 

Pakistani-Indian Community 
*We are excited to announce that every second Sunday of the month, 

Fr. Francis Tanveer will celebrate Mass in Urdu at 6 p.m. 
at Blessed Sacrament Church. The next upcoming Masses in Urdu 
will take place on Sunday, January 15th and Sunday, February 12th. 

 ہللا اپ پر رحمت کرے
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