
Pope Francis’s January Intention  

We pray that educators may be credible witnesses, 
teaching fraternity rather than competition and 

helping the youngest and most vulnerable above all. 

Please note: Mass intentions with a  indicate that the person is deceased. 
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Barbara Collen, Parish Secretary 
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Faith Formation  
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faithformationbsc@gmail.com 

Works of Mercy 

Sr. Patricia Lynch, Food Pantry Coordinator 
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Blessed Sacrament School 
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Kristine Ruddy, Development Director 
www.blessedsacramentschool.net 

E-mail: info@blessedsacramentschool.net 

Funerals Baptisms Wayne Lee Myers 

Weekend Masses  — 4 p.m. Saturdays; 9 a.m. Sundays 

Occasional Sunday 6 p.m. Mass in Urdu 

Weekday Masses  — As scheduled below 

Adoration  —  12:30 to 1:30 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays; 6 p.m. Fridays 

Confession  — 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays; 3 to 3:40 p.m. Saturdays 

Upcoming Dates 
• 1/22 — No RCIA session 

• 1/22 — Bible study after Mass (10 a.m.) 

• 1/25 — Discussion of “Holy Moments,” 
School Library, 5:30 p.m. 

• 1/29 — No RCIA session 

• 1/29 — Blessed Sacrament School open house, 
10 to 11 a.m. 

• 2/1 — Holy Names Society meeting, 7 p.m. 

• 2/22 — Ash Wednesday 

• 4/15 — Chicken Parmesan dinner; 
“Awesome April” drawing 

• 2/5 — RCIA session (topic: “Old Testament”) 

Saturday 1/21/23 — 4:00 PM  
 

 (“Pro Populo”)  
For the People  

Sunday 1/22/23 — 9:00 AM 
 

 Margaret Stackman  Torre Lyn Rosenzweig 
 Myra Godin  Jack & Brian Cromie 
 Mary Ford  Gerald Miller 
James & Tammy Forster Martha Glass 

Monday 1/23/23 — 7:00 AM  
 

Intentions of Parish Priests 
Martha Glass 

Tuesday 1/24/23 — 12:00 PM 
 

 Maria Arias 
 

Wednesday 1/25/23 — 7:00 AM 
 

  Donald Ragone 
Luz Mercader (thanksgiving) 

Thursday 1/26/23  — 12 PM 
 

  Myra Godin 
 
  

 
 

Friday 1/27/23 
6 PM Adoration; 7 PM Mass 

 

Michael Anthony Sparks 
 

 

12:30 -1:30 Confession & Adoration 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Established 1902 

CHURCH OF THE  

BLESSED SACRAMENT 
 607 Central Avenue 

 Albany, New York  12206-1918 

First Reading   Isaiah 8:23-9:3 

Responsorial Psalm   Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14 

Second Reading   1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17 

Gospel   Matthew 4:12-23 

Faith Formation 
*We are looking forward to seeing everyone at our next session this Sunday, January 
22nd, beginning with Mass at 9 a.m., moving to the school for some snacks and breakout 
sessions, and ending at 11:15 a.m. 

*We are also looking for young people (Grades 6-12) who are interested in forming a 
Youth Ministry group here at Blessed Sacrament and/or those who may be interested 
in participating in upcoming events being offered by the diocese locally (i.e., Camp 
Breakaway at Pyramid Life Center in June), regionally (the Steubenville East  
conference in Massachusetts in July), or nationally (NCYC in Indiana in November). 

*If you are interested in learning more about the Faith Formation program at Blessed 
Sacrament or any of these events, registering for classes, or volunteering, please e-mail 
us at faithformationbsc@gmail.com. 

12:30 -1:30 Confession & Adoration 

Year-end statements    Please contact our parish 

office if you would like a year-end tax statement 
sent to you. (We do not send these automatically 
to every parishioner; instead, they are requested  
individually and can be mailed, e-mailed, or 
picked up in our office/office annex after Mass  
on the weekends. 

Synod listening session   Please join Bishop 

Scharfenberger for “A Synod Listening Session 
with the Black Catholic Community” on Sunday, 
January 22nd at the Black Catholic Apostolate (St. 
Joan of Arc Church, 76 Menands Rd., Menands). 
Bishop Scharfenberger will celebrate Eucharist at 
10:15 a.m. The synod session will begin at 11:30 
a.m. and conclude at approximately 1:30 p.m. 

Memorial Mass  A memorial Mass for Pope 

Emeritus Benedict XVI will be held on Sunday, 
January 22nd at 3 p.m. at the Cathedral of the  
Immaculate Conception, Albany. The 5 p.m. 
Mass at the cathedral that day will be canceled 
(with this Mass taking its place). 

Memorial, St. Francis de Sales 

Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection 
of Unborn Children Memorial, St. Agnes 

Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul, Apostle Memorial, Sts. Timothy and Titus 

Third Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

 
January 22, 2023 

From the Pastor    

 
St. Paul's words to the parishioners of Corinth's church are just as relevant today as they 
were when he wrote them 2,000 years ago.  So Albany's, and Houston's, and Ottowa's, 
and Paris' churches can benefit from his important words.  Paul's assessment of the   
problem is that the Christians were taking sides in their religion by rallying around     
various leaders, as if they were political figures: "I belong to...Apollos, Paul, Cephas!" 
 
     But, Paul says, religious leaders (including himself) are not political figures, but more 
akin to pastors, literally shepherds of sheep, who were pretty low on the societal or     
political food chain (which may or may not be how some of us view shepherds and other 
agricultural workers today, even though we are the beneficiaries of their work daily, at 
breakfast, lunch, & dinner).  We mustn't conflate the different roles we have in society.  
A political figure may be divisive, and that's ok, even expected, for the sake of clarifying 
points of true debate.  But a shepherd for Christ much preach the Gospel, preach "Christ, 
and him crucified".  He must be a father (as we often refer to our priests), rallying God's 
children around one message, one meaning, one point of view: God's.  In this way, he 
unites, not divides, except in dividing God's children away from the ways of the world. 
 
     So please pray for our shepherds: our bishops, our priests, our seminarians in          
formation for priesthood, and for all lay leaders who also have a share in the shepherding 
ministry of Christ, especially catechists and parents.  And for those who have one of these 
roles, or are discerning God's call to one of them: be bold!  Lead humbly, with the heart 
and example of Jesus! 
 
     Please remember to meet at the BSS School Library to discuss this year's Christmas 
gift: Holy Moments by Matthew Kelly.  If you're able to bring a snack to share, that 
would be welcomed, but by no means expected. 

https://blessedsacramentalbany.org/
mailto:blessedsacramentalb@gmail.com
mailto:bulletin.blessedsacrament@gmail.com
mailto:faithformationbsc@gmail.com
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Stay Connected 
⚫ Please visit and bookmark our parish website: 

blessedsacramentalbany.org 

⚫ “Like” our Facebook page: 
Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church 

(Sunday Masses are livestreamed here) 

⚫ View our YouTube channel: 
Blessed Sacrament Church, Albany, NY 

⚫ E-mail: blessedsacramentalb@gmail.com 

⚫ myParishApp — text app to 55321 

⚫ Parish bulletin: Lisanne Jensen, editor: 
bulletin.blessedsacrament@gmail.com 

 REV. FRANCIS O’CONNOR, CHAPLAIN 
 REV. MR. MIGUEL FABIAN, DEACON  
 ALEJANDRA SAUCEDO, PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
 DEBBIE KLOSE, ORGANIST 
  CONFESORA FRANCO, FAITH FORMATION 

273 CENTRAL AVE., ALBANY, NEW YORK  |  PHONE: (518) 465-3685 
MASS SCHEDULE: SUNDAYS, 9:00 AM (ENGLISH) AND 11:00 AM (SPANISH) 

FRIDAYS, 6:30 PM — MASS AND ADORATION 

It’s almost time to declare the winners of our 
School Bucks program! Join us on Saturday, 

January 28th from 11 a.m. to 12 noon in Center 
Court, where we will reveal this year’s winners! 
School Bucks earns points (money!) for our 
school. If you shop at Colonie Center, please 
keep your receipts! They can be registered at the 
Management Office in the School Bucks Box at 
the security desk next to Five Guys (or at our 
parish office; we will register them for you). 
Rules: we receive two points for every $1 spent 
at Colonie Center. We need at least 4,000 points 
to be considered for a monetary prize, and  
original receipts must be presented for credit 
within 60 days from purchase date. If you submit 
receipts to our parish office to register and would 
like to have them back, just let us know and we 
will mail them back to you. Dining out,  
including the food court and B.J.’s Brewhouse, 
are included. 

January Bonus Points: 

3x: H&M, Hilton Music Center, 25 Silver 
Boutique, Piercing Pagoda; 4x: Arby’s, Five 
Below, Cinnabon, Francesca’s. Receipts from 

Arby’s will earn an extra 100 points.  

Food Pantry    Our food pantry needs Spanish-speaking volunteers on Mondays from 10 

to 11:30 a.m. Please contact our parish office if you can help! Our food pantry is open 
Mondays and Thursdays, 10 to 11:30 a.m. Right now, we especially need diapers (sizes 4 
and 5), shampoo, toothpaste, dish detergent, laundry detergent, and coffee. Also, our food 
pantry needs volunteers every other Tuesday around 9 a.m. to help unload the truck. This 
usual takes 1/2 - 1 hour to complete.  

Holy Names Society    All parish men are invited to attend our next meeting on February 

1st at 7 p.m. Also, anyone may obtain monthly HNS raffle tickets from the rectory, the 
tables at weekend Masses, or from any HNS officers (their names and contact information 
will be located on the bulletin board along with other important HNS information). If any 
parishioner would like raffle tickets mailed to them (a minimum of five tickets), we’ll 
send them out with an envelope to drop in the offertory basket, at the rectory, etc. for next 
month’s drawing. HNS meetings take place every first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. 

Catholic dating retreat     National Catholic Singles is hosting a free online dating retreat 

with guest speaker Fr. Robert Spitzer on January 27th and 28th. Currently, more than 400 
single Catholics from around the world are registered, and 500-plus are expected to attend. 
Also, starting the week of February 6th, NCSC will be hosting a six-week study series 
called “Relationship Ready: A Single Catholic’s Road Map to Marriage” that will cover 
topics such as the meaning of love, communication, conflict resolution, male/female  
complementarity, and much more. To sign up: www.nationalcatholicsingles.com. 

Valentine’s Day dinner and reflection   The Dominican Retreat & Conference Center in 

Niskayuna will host a Valentine’s Dinner & Evening of Reflection for Married Couples 
on Tuesday, February 14th at 6:15 p.m. The cost is $45 per couple, and the program ends 
at 9:15 p.m. Reservations are required. For more information and to register, call (518) 
393-4169 or e-mail dslcny@nybiz.rr.com. 

40 Days for Life    For more information about the 40 Days for Life campaign in our 

diocese and praying for an end to abortion, along with other Respect Life resources, visit 
online at https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/. 

 

The Boutique    The Boutique is open for shopping on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon  

and accepts donations on Tuesdays and Fridays from 9 a.m. to noon. We cannot accept 
books, some electronics, fabric scraps, or clothing in need of repair or dirty. Please  
understand that unwanted items are a hardship and an expense to the church to  
dispose of. The Boutique is currently looking for children’s shoes and clothes in size 4 and 
up. We are also in need of children’s winter clothes in sizes 4 through 14. We will not be  
accepting Christmas items until September. 

BLESSED SACRAMENT SCHOOL NEWS 

Phone: (518) 438-5854  |  E-mail: info@blessedsacramentschool.net 

*Open house: Please join us for our next open house on Sunday, January 
29th from 10 to 11 a.m.! It’s a great opportunity for you to meet our new 
principal, Alexandra Faith Morazán. This open house kicks off Catholic 
Schools Week (January 29th through February 4th). 

*Future Cities competition: Check out our students who were featured in 
the Times-Union article about Future Cities and climate change: https://www.timesunion.com/
news/article/Future-Cities-students-in-Albany-focus-on-climate-17718145.php. Words can’t    
express how excited we are to have earned a fourth-place finish (only half a point off from third 
place!). This is the first time that our team has placed in the top five. We also won awards for “Best 
Futuristic Personal Transportation System” and “Most Innovative Use of a Green Space for a   
Community.” Our students are pictured in photos 13 and 14! You can view their full presentation 
here: https://youtu.be/CmXtAb5yrig. 

*Volunteer needed: We are looking for a volunteer who could help our eighth-grade students who 
are preparing to choose a high school (similar to a guidance counselor). Please call or e-mail our 
office if you are interested in helping! 

BULLETIN provided COURTESY OF THE McVeigh FUNERAL Home 

Offertory Report 
 

Regular: $6,097 
School: $1,496 

Christmas: $145 

 

Thank you so much 
for your prayerful support 

of our parish, school, community, 
and world! God bless you! 

Scan the code above 
to donate! Choose 
recurring gifts or 

just once!  (totals updated 1/11/23) 

$6,555 (45% paid) of 
$14,450 

$10,943 (68% paid) of 
$16,071 

$33,030 of $46,400 
(71.1% paid) 

Collections and Financial Support 

Catholic Connections    StarQuest Media offers a program called “Jimmy Akin’s Myste-

rious World.” It’s “an exploration of the weird, the strange, and the unusual. Join Jimmy 
and co-host Domenico Bettinelli for a fascinating look at ancient mysteries, folk tales, 
urban legends, crimes, conspiracies, and the supernatural from the twin perspectives of 
faith and reason.” Visit online: https://sqpn.com/podcasts/jimmy-akins-mysterious-world/. 

Book series   Our parish has arranged for a new 

book series, “Tea & Short Reads,” to take place at 
the Pine Hills Library. It will coincide with Lent 
and the first week of Easter. This six-week series 
will explore a different short story or poem each 
week that involves the themes of patience, the 
environment, commitment, life and death,       
childhood, and war. Fr. Quinn will facilitate the 
discussions. The first session is planned for 
Wednesday, March 8th at 12 p.m. and will feature 
the short story “Leaf by Niggle” by author J.R.R. 

Pakistani-Indian Community 
*We are excited to announce that every second Sunday of the month, 

Fr. Francis Tanveer will celebrate Mass in Urdu at 6 p.m. 
at Blessed Sacrament Church. The next upcoming Mass in Urdu 

will take place on Sunday, February 12th. 

 ہللا اپ پر رحمت کرے

School open house   Notre Dame-Bishop Gib-

bons (located at 2600 Albany St., Schenectady) 
will host an open house on Tuesday, January 31st 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Please RSVP by visiting 
online:  
https://nd-bg.org/admissions/openhouse/. 

 

Thank you Christmas Giving Tree Program  

Thanks to everyone who donated to our Christ-
mas Giving Tree project.  Through your great         

generosity we were able to provide Boscovs & 
Price Chopper or Shop Rite gift certificates to the 

families we serve through our food pantry & our 
school.  This year we served 91 families with 295 

children.  Once again our neighbors in All Saints’ 
parish participated, along with Our Lady of the 

Assumption Church in Latham, Mater Christi  
parish. & Luizzi Brothers Contracting.  More than 
ever, the families expressed their deepest          

appreciation to all who helped. 
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