PArRISH MINISTRY UPDATES

*QOur church is looking for volunteers to bring Communion
to the homebound. If you can help, please contact our parish
office!

*2024 tax statements are available! If you would like a copy
of yours, please contact our parish office.

*The Rosary Guild’s Baby Shower will be held at noon on
Sunday, March 30" (This is a correction from the
information in last week’s bulletin.)

*Holy Name Society (HNS) raffle tickets ($1 each) are
always available at the parish office, from HNS officers, at
weekend Masses, and by mail. Any unused raffle tickets may
be returned to the rectory. The next drawing/meeting is
scheduled for Ash Wednesday, March 5", at 7 p.m. All
parish men are invited to attend.

Foob PANTRY

*Qur food pantry currently needs the following items:
toilet paper, juice (64 0z.), macaroni and cheese, tuna fish,
egg noodles, elbow pasta, and regular pasta. Food pantry
volunteers are also needed from 9 a.m. to noon on Mondays
and Fridays. If you can help, please contact our parish office!

THE BOUTIQUE

*Shopping hours are 9 a.m.-noon Saturdays, with donations
accepted on Tuesdays and Fridays, 9 a.m.-noon. We cannot
accept books, some electronics, fabric scraps, or clothing in
need of repair or dirty. Unwanted items are an expense to the
church to dispose of. We need men’s winter coats!

CoLONIE CENTER SCHOOL BUCKS PROGRAM

How about a fun shopping trip to the mall
to help get rid of the “winter blues”? Think spring!

February 2025 Opportunities to Support BSS:
3X: Carters, Famous Footwear, Hallmark, Go Playland
4X: Regal, Five Below, H&M, L.L. Bean

1,000 bonus points for every Five Below receipt
turned in!

Visit the School Bucks website:
https://shopatcoloniecenter.com/School-Bucks/

HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITIES

*Our own Fr. Stephen Yusko will present a talk titled, “The
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony” as part of the Furthering
Your Faith Series on Thursday, March 6™ at 6:30 p.m. at St.
Madeleine Sophie Church, 3500 Carman Rd., Schenectady.
Eucharistic Adoration and Confession will be available
immediately after his presentation.

*On Sunday, March 2", the Capital District Chapter
Columbiettes will hold their March chapter meeting at
Waterford Knights of Columbus, 76 Grace St., Waterford, at
1:30 pm. Capital District Chapter President Linda Cotch
will preside. If you have any questions, please contact
klmajer@outlook.com or (518) 272-8831.

*All Saints Church, Albany, is hosting a pasta dinner and
raffle on Saturday, March 1% at 5 p.m. The cost is $10 per
person or $25 per family, which includes a pasta dinner with
homemade sauce; wine, beer, or soda; and desserts. Tickets
will go on sale February 1*. For more information, visit
www.allsaintscc.org.

*On May 19™ and 20", St. Thomas the Apostle Church in
Delmar is sponsoring a bus trip to the Sight and Sound
Theatre in Lancaster, PA, to see the 30" anniversary
production of “Noah.” This trip will include transportation,
a stop at an Amish shopping center, dinner at Miller’s, one
overnight at a hotel, tickets to the show, and lunch at an
Amish restaurant. For more details about the trip and to
make a reservation, please contact Barbara Ruggirello at
baruggirello@gmail.com.

*A Lenten retreat with Fr. Roc O’Connor, SJ, will be held
March 28"-30™ at the Notre Dame Retreat House in
Canandaigua. This event is open to men and women, and
the cost ranges from $250-$310 depending on the room. For
more information, please visit www.notredameretreat.org.

*A Catholic men’s conference titled “Know the Lord” will
be held on Saturday, March 29" at Bishop Ludden Jr./Sr.
High School in Syracuse. Register and find more details
online at www.ignitecatholicmen.org.

*The Ignatian Volunteer Corps (IVC) Albany will present
liturgical composer and songwriter Dan Schutte for a
Lenten Evening of Song and a Lenten Retreat at Christ the
King Church, 20 Sumter Ave., Albany, on March 28" at 7
p.m. and March 29" at 9:30 a.m. For information, visit
online: ivcusa.org/Schutte.
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BAPTISMS

FUNERALS

Constance Duhamel
Robert W Brady
William Fitzgerald

WEDDINGS

SATURDAY, 2/15/25 — 4 PM

¥ Michael Anthony Sparks
1 Edward O’Brien
T Michael Agneta
T Bill & Jean Pfeiffer
1 Sylvie Berrete
T Robert Foley

SUNDAY, 2/16/25 — 9 AM
T Francesco Benincasa
T Elise Benincasa
¥ Carmine Benincasa
® Raymond Saint Cyr
1 Pierre Ernest Fequire
6 PM — Urpu

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

MoONDAY, 2/17/25 — 7 AM

* Wes Ridenauer
* William Henderer
Grogan Family
% Richard Francis (bday)

The printing of our parish bulletin is generously provided by:

MC%GH

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

208 N. Allen St., Albany, NY, 12206; (518) 489-0188
Visit their website: www.mcveighfuneralhome.com

OFFERTORY REPORT

Regular: $5,010; Fuel: $166; The Evangelist: $100

Our second collection this weekend will go toward
School Support.

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST
Weekend Masses: Saturdays, 4 p.m.; Sundays,

9 a.m. (English) and 6 p.m. (Urdu)
Weekday Masses: As scheduled in the bulletin
Reconciliation (Confession): Tuesdays & Thursdays,
12:30-1:30 p.m.; Saturdays, 3-3:40 p.m.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 12:30-1:30 p.m.

Conract Us
607 Central Ave., Albany, NY 12206
Website: www.blessedsacramentalbany.org
Office Phone: (518) 482-3375

Office E-mail: blessedsacramentalb@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday through Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

For submitting bulletin items:
bulletin.blessedsacrament@gmail.com

StAY CONNECTED
Parish Website: blessedsacramentalbany.org
“Like” us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
blessedsacramentcatholicchurch
(Sunday Masses are livestreamed here)
Subscribe to our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/@BSCAlbany
Download myParishApp: Text app to 55321

In case of an emergency requiring the ministry of a priest,
outside parish office hours (and especially in danger of
death), please contact the priests at (518) 482-3375.
If'no one answers, please leave a message.

Presidents’ Day (parish and school offices closed)

TUESDAY, 2/18/25 — 12 PM
Confession and Adoration: 12:30-1:30 p.m.

¥ BillC
T Mary E Barth

WEDNESDAY, 2/19/25 THURSDAY, 2/20/25 — 12 PM

Confession and Adoration: 12:30-1:30 p.m.

No Mass
¥ BillC
¥ Michael Anthony Sparks
FRIDAY, 2/21/25
Please note: Mass intentions with a
7 indicate that the person is deceased;

NoO MASS ¥ indicates that the person is alive.

If you are having a Mass offered and
would like to bring up the gifts, please
see an usher before the liturgy begins.

SATURDAY, 2/22/25 — 4 PM

1 Luigi Consentino
1 Susan Marie Shea
T Mary Ellen Kalled

% Helen Delehanty (35 Ann)
T Timothy Sullivan

Feast of the Chair of St. Peter, Apostle

SuUNDAY, 2/23/25 — 9 AM

T Alessandra Suchocki
T Heidi Cushine-Huptick
¥ Cory Wickham
T Alan Boivin

6 PM — Urpu

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time




FroM THE DEACON’S BENCH

Today’s Gospel reading (Luke 6:17, 20-26) is the beginning
of what is often called the Sermon on the Plain. We find a
parallel between this text and the one in Matthew (Chapter 5)
that is often called the Sermon on the Mount. This passage is
the main canon of all Jesus’s teachings.

There was no TV that could provide coverage of all that Jesus
taught; therefore, it stands to reason that he would teach this
main canon many times — but modified to appeal to certain
audiences.

When spoken from the mountaintop in Matthew’s Gospel, we
can’t miss the impression that Jesus is speaking with the
authority and voice of God. Those who ascend the mountain
see God and speak for God. Another distinction found in
Luke’s version is the audience. Luke’s Sermon on the Plain is
addressed to Jesus’s disciples, although in the presence of the
crowd; Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount is addressed to the
crowd. In keeping with this style, the Beatitudes in Luke’s
Gospel sound more personal than those in Matthew’s Gospel.
Matthew describes eight beatitudes; Luke presents just four,
each of which has a parallel warning.

Rachel’s Vineyard is a retreat of healing and reconcilia-
tion for women and men whose lives have been touched by
abortion. The retreat will be held May 30™-June I*' at the
Dominican Retreat & Conference Center, Niskayuna. The
weekend will combine discussions, spiritual exercises, the
sacrament of Reconciliation, a Memorial Service, and a
Mass of Entrustment. Participation is strictly confidential
and offers a beautiful opportunity to experience God'’s love,
forgiveness, and compassion. The cost is $195, which
includes a private room, meals, and retreat materials.
Financial assistance is available for those unable to pay
the entire cost. For more information or to register, contact
Pat Mousaw, (518) 222-1160 or Katie Bolibaugh, (518)
495-3574 or e-mail: rachelsvineyardalbany@yahoo.com.

From Our UrDU COMMUNITY

We proudly offer Mass in Urdu every
Sunday evening at 6 p.m. at Blessed
Sacrament! Please join us!

SHRINE CHURCH OF
D Our LADY OF THE AMERICAS

A MISSION OF BLESSED SACRAMENT PARISH

Rev. Francis O’Connor, Chaplain
Rev. Mr. Miguel Fabian, Deacon
Alejandra Saucedo, Pastoral Associate
Debbie Klose, Organist
Confesora Franco, Faith Formation

273 Central Ave., Albany, NY, 12206; (518) 465-3685
www.ourladyoftheamericas.org

Mass Schedule: Sundays, 9 a.m. (English) and 11 a.m.
(Spanish); please note that there will be no Masses on
Tuesdays or Fridays until Fr. O’Connor returns.

As we listen to this Gospel, the Beatitudes jar our
sensibilities. Those who are poor, hungry, weeping, or
persecuted are called “blessed.” This is a Gospel of conflict
that flies in the face of a Jewish people who believed that
these groups were out of favor with God.

The Beatitudes are often described as a framework for
Christian living. We are challenged to examine our present
situation in the context of our ultimate horizon: the Kingdom
of God. ~Deacon Gerry

Blessed are the
meek, for they shall
inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who are
persecuted for
righteousness' sake, for

theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

THiS WEEKEND’S READINGS (2/15-2/16)

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 17:5-8
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 1
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20
GosPEL: Luke 6:17, 20-26

NEXT WEEKEND’S READINGS (2/22-2/23)

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 103
SECcOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:45-49
GosPEL: Luke 6:27-38

BLESSED SACRAMENT PARISH STAFF
Rev. Daniel Quinn, Pastor
blessedsacramentalb@gmail.com
Rev. Stephen Yusko, Parochial Vicar
stephen.yusko@rcda.org
Rev. Francis O’Connor, Shrine Chaplain
Rev. Dr. Gerald Ladouceur, Deacon
ladouceurg@aol.com
Ed Savoy, Music Director
blessedsacramentalbanymusic@gmail.com
Barbara Collen, Administrative Director
blessedsacramentalb@gmail.com

FArrH FORMATION & YOUTH MINISTRY
Lisanne V. Jensen, Pastoral Associate

Shannon Crisafulli, Coordinator
E-mail: faithformationbsc@gmail.com

WORKS OF MERCY

Sr. Patricia Lynch, Food Pantry Coordinator

Jean Huber, Heidi Stack, Michelle Syrotynski,
and MaryEllen Walsh, The Boutique

Sr. Maureen Joyce Outreach Center
369 Livingston Ave., Albany, NY 12206
(518) 462-9885

FAITH FORMATION & YOUTH MINISTRY
*Please note that the sacrament of First Reconciliation
has been rescheduled for Saturday, March 22" at 2:30
p.-m. in the church! (We were unfortunately not able to have
this event on February 1% because of bad weather.) Parents
and children, please arrive at the church a little early if
possible. We will have some prayers and readings beforehand
as well as congratulations gift bags for the children afterward.
Please keep our young people in your prayers as they
experience God’s unending love, forgiveness, and mercy!

*Sunday, March 16" is our next family Faith Formation
gathering! We will attend the 9 a.m. Mass, then move to the
school gym for breakfast and the remainder of our sessions.
The next Beatitude that we will discuss is “Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God” (from
the Gospel of Matthew, 5:9). Adults (parents) stay for our
Faith Formation gatherings and have their own faith-sharing
group! We look forward to seeing everyone in March!

*First Communicants: please save the date of Sunday, April
6™ after the 9 a.m. Mass for our First Communion Retreat.
This event is for parents and children to participate in
together and will last until approximately noon. BSS students
who will receive First Communion are also invited (along
with their parents). We will begin in the church and then visit
activity stations in the school gym, including creating our
First Communion banners!

*Qur First Communion Mass will be celebrated at 9 a.m. on
Sunday, May 4"

*Need to contact our office? Call (518) 438-5854, ext. 119,
or e-mail faithformationbsc@gmail.com. Our office is located
on the second floor of Blessed Sacrament School.

Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany
Oifice for
Discipleship
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Thursday, February 27th
9:00 am to 3:00 pm
[9-2:20 check-in & refreshments]
at St. Matthew’s Parish
25 Mountain View St., Voorheesville NY

with Deacon Gary Riggi
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Alexandra Faith Morazan,
Principal

&£ Andrea Roberts,
J ) Office Administrator
% Kristine Ruddy,
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Advancement Director
Phone: (518) 438-5854

info@blessedsacramentschool.net
www.blessedsacramentschool.net

Centered in Faith,
Focused on the Future.
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*Pictured above: Albany Bishop Edward Scharfenberger
celebrated our school Mass on Wednesday, February 5!
What an honor to have him here with us!

*We are excited to announce our new part-time music
teacher, Ms. Jill Wheat! She will begin teaching on Monday,
March 3". Welcome to BSS!

*Barring any additional snow days, we will also celebrate our
100" day of school on Monday, February 24™

*Qur school will be on February Break from Monday,
February 17" through Friday, February 21,

*For more information about how you can contribute
financially to the 2025 Beacon of Hope, visit the website
fundraise.givesmart.com/vf/2025BOH. This year’s goal is
$19,000. Make sure to click on Michelle Rosario’s page:
fundraise.givesmart.com/v{/2025BOH/team/Rosario. Thank
you so much to everyone who has contributed so far!

*BSS’s school store is now open! Visit online for awesome
new merchandise featuring our school’s logo: https://
griffinspirit.itemorder.com/shop/home/.




